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Begislutive @owneil,

Wednesday, 10th August, 1898.

Petition : Hawkers and Pedlars Act {repealed)—
Question: Rabbits, Traces in the Colony
—~Question : Boulder Railway, Supply of
Cranes—Question, Kalgoorlie Mail De-
livery—Question : Geraldton Water Supply
~—Mution: Legislative Council Chamber,
further Accommodatien—Motion: Leave of
Absence—{riminal Law Amendment Bill,
first reading—>Motion: Shipping Casualties
Inquiry Bill, SBelect Committee’s place of
sitting—Rivers Pollution Bill, in Commit-
tee, further consideration, clause 3—
Bankruptey Act Amendment Bill, post-
ponement of (Committee ; Division
Juries Detention Bill, second reading
(postponed)}—Jury ({(Consolidation) Bill,
second reading—Adjomnmerit,

Tue PRESIDENT took the chair at
4.30 o'clock p.m.

PrAYERS.

PETITION : HAWKERS AND PEDLARS

ACT (Repeal).

Presented by the Hox. R. S. Harxes,
signed by certain Indian British subjects
resident in the colony, and -raying for
a repeal of that part of the Hawkers and
Pedlars Act which made it uniawful to
call at houses and solicit orders for goods.
Petition read, and ordered to be printed.

QUESTION : RABBITS, TRACES IN THE
COLONY.

Hor. C. A. PIESSE asked the Colonial
Secretary :—1, Whether rabbits have
heen caught or seen at Twilight Cove; if
80, by whom, 2, In what other places
have rabbite been seen in the colony
during the past three years, giving the

" names of persons reporting the same. 3,
Whether a report that scratchings, drop-
pings, and tracks have been seen is con-
sidered a sure indication of the presence
of rabbits.

Taa COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) replied:—1, Mr. Page, in
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his report dated the 5th of this month,
states, “From Twilight Cove, where they
are numerous, they appear to have struck
south along the clifis.” Mr. Mason, in
1896, said that tracks were numerous at
the Cove, but be did not see rabbits nearer
than nine miles from that place. 2, Mr.
Mason, in 1896, reported having seen rab-
bits at Eucla, 17 miles north of Eucla,
along the coast to Eyre Sand Patch, and
between Mandura and Cocklebiddy. One
of his natives also saw a rabbit near the
Cocklebiddy Rock Hole. Mr. Page re
ports that rabbits are numerous at Eyre
Sand Patch and Twilight Cove; he also
gaw them along portions of the coast be-
tween the Cove and laraelite Bay, at
Mount Ragged and and Mount Dean. Mr.
Tom Carter has reported that a rabbit
was caught by an old native woman atb
Point Cloates. Mr. Langheim, a pro-
spector, discovered the remaing of s rab-
bit fowr miles from Widgemooltha at the
end of last month. 3, In most cases
“'ves,” but unless the droppings, scratch-
ings, and tracks were comparatively new,
they would not be a sure indication, as
rabbits might have passed on to another
locality.

QUESTION : BOULDER RAILWAY,
SUPPLY OF CRANES.

How. H. G. PARSONS asked the Colo-
nial Secretary : —1, Whether it is a fact
that the Railway Department has no
crane to deliver machinery at the Golden
Gate, Boulder City, Golden Horseshoe, or
other stations on the Boulder Railway.
2, Whether particular mines have not re-
cently been compelled by the department
to purchase their own cranes to effect
delivery of machinery, and to re-consign
their machinery from Ealgoorlie. 3,
Whether the Railway Department will
forthwith purchase a movable crane with
a capacity of not less than 15 tons, in
order to make possible the comsignment
of machivery direct to the mines.

Tue COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) replied: —1, There 1 no
fixed crane at Golden Gate, Boulder City,
or Golden Horseshoe, or other stations
on this section, but the travelling crane
at Ealgoorlie can be obtained if required.
2, Not to the knowledge of the Railway
Department. 3, If the business warrants
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the purchase of an additional crane it will
be procured.

QUESTION: EALGOORLIE MAIL
DELIVERY.

Hown. H. G. PARSONS asked the Colo-
nial Secretary:—1, Whether it is not &
fast that Her Majesty’s mails, including
London and intercolonial letters, are now

dehvered in Kalgoorlie at or about 3
pm. (though the train arrives at 1.5),
while the outgoing inail is closed at 2
pm. 2, Whether the department intends
to obviate the day’s unnecessary delay
thus caused, by providing for the sorting
of the letters in the train.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) replied:— 1, It is not the
fact that foreign and intercolonial mails
are now delivered at the hours stated,
but on Tuesday week last, consequent on
the late arrival of the steamer Austral,
and the failure of the Albany train to
connect with the usual train at Northam,
these mails were received at Kalgoorlie
at 1.15 p.m. instead of at 9 a.au., the usual
hour. This late amrrival of the maii
naturally caused delay in delivery, which
was intensified by the fact that while one-
Lalf the staff was engaged In dividing and
sorting it up, the remainder was fully em-
ployed in preparing for despatch, by 2
p.m., the outward intercolonial mails, the
mail for Perth and intermediate districts
and those for Menzies and beyond. Tt
will thus be seen that the very utmost
despatch was given to these mails in or-
der to effect delivery by 3 pm. 2, In
the face of the above, it will be seen that
there exists no necessity for any alteration
in the present system of dealing with
these mails.

QUESTION : GERALDTON WATER
SUPPLY.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES asked the Colo-
nial Secretary : —1, Whether the Govern-
ment intend to provide for a water supply
for Geraldton; and, if 50, 2, When such
provision will be made.

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
. Randell) replied: The Government do

not intend to supply a water service for
Geraldten.
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MOTION: LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
CHAMBER AND EXTENSION.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE moved: “That in
the opinion of this House the present
Legislative Council Chamber, and adjoin-
ing roowms, are altogether inadequate and
unsuitable for the transaction of Parlia-
mentary business, and that more suitable
apartients should be provided at an early
date.” He said: In moving this motion
in reference to the Council-chamber and
adjoining rooms, 1 would like to remind
hon. members that on a previous occa-
sion I moved a similar motion to this,
and before I make any remarks, I wish to
express what I think is the opinion of
ail hon. members connected with this
House, that you, Mr. President, have
copstantly endeavoured to make the
building and the adjoining rooms as
comfortable as you could possibly
make them. I know you, sir, have
done the best you ¢an to make the rooms
as pleasant and comfortable as possible
for hon. members ; but this building does
not lend itseif to much improvemeat, and
T think hon. members will agree_with me
that that is so. It is gloomy and depress-
ing in its effect, and when one enters it
one feels thai one hag had o wet blanket
thrown over one, One takes one’s life in
one’s hands when endeavouring to write
a letter in one of the outer rooms. The
draughts are something terrible from the
doorways and windows. It is more Like
a refrigerating room than anything else.
I am not asking or suggesting that new
Parliament buildings should be provided,
but I am suggesting that suitable im-
provements should be carried cut. T can
point to offices in the town, for instance
the offices of the Agricultural Bureau,
where they have much better spartments
than we have. (How. J. W. Hacgerr:
Hear, hear.) I do not see why such pro-
vision should not, be made for us until the
time arrives when the Government can
erect suitable Parliament Houses.

Hox. J. W. Haceerr: Rent the Agri-
cultural Bureaw’s rooms, then.

How. C. A. PIESSE : It is not necessary
to say much in regard to this matter:
the building speaks for itself. Hon.
members have put up with this building
patiently for many years, and I do not
think members feel inclined to bring
strangers to see the Council Cham-
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ber. I have often been asked where
the Council Chambers were situated.
One gentleman whom I brought here
said, “Good gracious! Are these the
Ceuncil Chambers?” 1 think hon.
members, like myself, have felt a
little ashamed when they have had to
bring strangers here. I know the Presi-
dent has done the best he possibly could
to make this building comfortable: but,
as I said before, it does not lend itsclf to
much improvement. In wmoving the
motion standing in my name, I may say
that I do not wish to commit the colony
to any large expenditure; at the same
time I think some better provision might
be made here.

Taw PRESIDENT : As President of the
House I may be expected to say something
in reference to this metion. I cannot
agree with all that has fallen from the
Hon. C. A. Piesse. The hon. member
gaid thet members were ashamed to bring
strangers into this Chamber. I have
brought & number of strangers into this
room, and I may say that I am far from
being ashamed of it. 1 have brought into
this Chamber visitors from England, and
from other places, and they have expressed
the opimion that it is 2 most comfortahle
Chamber. THere is no doubt that im-
provements can be made. The building
of new Parliament Houses means the ex-
penditure of a large amount of money ; hut
certain improvements can be effected in
the retiring rooms attached to the Council
Chamber, and if this question is left to
the House and Library Committee who
have charge of ‘the building, I think
they will be able to make certain im-
provements which would add to the com-
fort of hon. members. One alteration
has been made during the recess. There
was & complaint as to the draughis in
this Chamber, and hon. members will
notice that doors have been made at the
end of this Chamber to keep out the heavy
draught. There is, no doubt, a little
more ventilation required in this room.
Hon. members have mentioned to me that
we should have a room here, the same as
they have in the Legislative Assembly,
where strangers may come and see hon.
members if they desire to do so. I think
that could be managed. There are fwo
rooms in this building: one islent to the
reporters—it is only lent, and can be
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taken back again; there are also two
rooms that can be placed at the disposal
of members, The arrangement of the
doors in the speaking and reading rooms
is very bad, but it could be altered, and
the two fire-places could be arranged
in such a way as not to be situated in a
current of draught. It would be unwise
at the present time to go into any heavy
expenditure. We should be satisfied, as
members in another place are, to accept
temporary accommodstion until the
colony’s finances are iu a better position,
and the colony can underiske the erection
of proper Houses of Parliament which will
previde every accommodation for wem-
bers, and be a credit to Western Australia.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) : I think the hon. member
will accept the amendment which I in-
tend to propose, and which will accom-
plish his object ; that is, that the metion
be gent for the consideration of the
House and Library Committee, with a
view to taking action as soon as possible.
Ta carry a motion such as that proposed
would perhaps be harren of results, and
money would have to b. provided for the
purpose. If the matter is left in the
hands of the Committee, the question can
be carefully gone into to see how the pre-
mises can be improved for the time
bemng. I think the House and Library
Committee can be entrusted with that
duty. Hon. members all agree that the
present is not the time to undertake any
large expenditure in a new building or
anything of that sort, but from what the
Hon. C. A. Piesse and the President have
gaid, the desire is to obtain some more
comfortable rooms. As to this Chamber,
I am of the same opinion as the hon.
member.

Hox. R. G. Buroes: Hon. members
ought to go underneath and inspect the
building.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: As
our labours are not for any lengthy
period of the year, I am prepared to put
up with our disabilities. I would like
to seethis chamber a square room, which
would give more space in every way. It
is undesirable to go to any great expense
at the present time; but, asthe President
has said, additional accommodation can
be provided without going o any great
expense. If the matter is left in the
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hands of the House and Library Commit-
tee, I think more satisfactory results
will be obtained than by the mere
passing of this abstract motion.

Tee Presipent: I think the hon, mem-
ber might withdraw his motion, after
what has been said.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE (in reply): We
have not had nny expression of opinion
from hon. members. Perhaps it is not
their wish that any salteration should be
made. If this matter is to be left in
the hands of the House and Library Com-
mittee, that Committee should have
something to go upon, and should know
the wishes of hon. members. Unless
hon. members express their opinions as
to the alterations, I do not see how the
Commitiee can arrive at what is re
quired.

Tae Presmnevt: The complaint now in
reference to this Chamber is that the
draught is stopped too effectually,

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: As there has been
a certain amount of discussion, I will ask
leave to withdraw my motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

MOQOTIGN : LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Hon. F. M. STONE moved that leave
of absence be granted to the Hon. H. J.
Sounders until 15th October next, on the
ground of urgent private business and
sickness. A cablegram had been re-
ceived from the Hon. H. J. Saun-
ders, in which that gentleman said
that he would return as soon as pos-
gible, but that he had been delayed by
& law suit, and that his doctor would not
sllow him to undertake the voyage be-
foze September.

Hon. W. T. LOTON: The session had
lagted for nearly two months, and the
hon. member on whose behalf a further
extension of leave was asked had not been
present during that time. The hon. mem-
ber was, he believed, not present during
the latter part of last session. In a ense
where a member of Parliament, whether
of the Assembly or the Couneil, could not
attend to his duties, he should feel called
upon to resign; otherwise his constitu-
ency was unfairly treated.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: To assist mem-
bers te come to a decision on this matter,
a return might be prepared showing the
number of deys the Hon. H. J. Saunders
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had attended the House and the number
of months he had been absent. He (Mr,
Haynes) was glad that this subject had
been brought forward, but also sorry that
the Hon. H. J. Saunders should be the
member in regard to whom the discussion
had been raised. It was highly im~roper
for a member to take hie seat in this
House and afterwards use his position as
a means of advertisement, or not attend
to the duties. The motion might be post-
poned in order to allow of the production
of the return mentioned. If a member
of five or six years' standing missed ases-
sion it might be overlooked, but if it came
to the case of & member being absent for
three or four sessions, it was time the
House put a stop to the practice. Unless
the practice was stopped, it would hold
ont an inducement to people to take the
title which a seat in this House conferred
aad then neglect the duties. No doubt
there were privileges attached to the posi-
tion, but no person should take the privi-
leges and shirk the duties.

Hox. F. T. Crowner: Was it not a
matter for the particular member's elec-
torate?

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: No; the electors
could do nothing.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT aaid he entirely
concurred with what had been said by
Mr. Haynes and Mr. Loton. It was
nothing short of a public scandal, the way
in which some members of this House—
he would not speak of members of the
other place—viewed the obligations which
they took when elected. Speaking so
gericusly, he was almost afraid to draw
attention to the fact that this motion
came very appropriately from the Hon.
F. M. Stone, who was absent from his
seat for an entire session. The indulgence
of the House was granted to him from
day to day, he having no intention of pre-
senting himself from the first to the last
day of the session.

Hox. F. M. Srone: That was not so.

How. J. W. HACEETT: The hon.
gentleman wag not present during a soli-
tary day of the gession,

How. F. M. Stove: That was right.

How. J. W. HACKETT gaid he would
be sorry to make & serious charge of that
kind without foundation. Some persons
seemed to consider that a seat in this
House was to be used for objects other
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than the representation of their con-
stituents; and the House owed a debt
of gratitude to the Hon. W. T. Loton for
being the first to rise and denounce the
system, A member when he entered the
House for the first time took a seat which
he could claim throughout the session.
A difficulty had arisen in the past because
seats which, technically, belonged to ab-
sentee members, were taken possession
of by regular attenders. It was full time
for the House to make a protest against
a system of absence from duty, which had
been more grossly abused in Western Aus-
tralia than in any other colony in Aus-
tralasie. Tt had been one of the main
causes of convincing him that the pay-
ment of members was a necessity. In the
cage of honourary service, the electors
simply shrugged their shoulders and said
their members had forgotten their pro-
misen; but if the colony were taxed to
pay for the service of members of Parlia-
ment, thesa gross misconceptions of
duty would come very speedily to an end.

How. F. M. STONE zaid he did not for
a moment dispute what had been said
with regard to leave of absence given to
members. But considering what he had
told the House as to the ground for the
Hon. H. J. Saunders’s absence, and con-
sidering the protest that had been made
by the House, the leave might very well
now be granted as asked.

Hox. R. 8. Havsgs: Shorten the pro-
posed leave to a month.

Hox. F. M. STONE: It was the illness
of the Hon. H. J. Saunders’s wife which
prevented that gentleman from attending
the House.  If leave were granted, he
{Hon. F. M. Stone) would cable to the
Hon. H. J. Saunders the strone yrctest
made by the House and ask him to return
as quickly as possible. The protest
wculd be quite sufficient to show mem-
Lers that they could not go away for the
whole or the greater part of a session.

Hox. J. W. Hacrerr: If the proposed
leave were limited to a month he would
consent to it, but if it were not so
shcrtened he, as one of the hon. member’s
electors, would divide the House on the
motion.

Hox. R. G. Buroes: The leave might
be extended to six weeks, so as to allow
the Hon. H. J. Saunders time to either
return or resign.
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Tep OLONIAL SECRETARY said he
quite concurred in the feeling that the
Hon. w. J. Saunders had perhaps trane-
gressed more than other members on
the indulgence of the House in regard to
leave of absence. There had been in-
sturces, however, of members being absent
for the whole of the session with the
covsent of the House ; and it seemed in-
vidious at the present time to select one
member without notice, that member
being away with the fuil knowledge that
such leave was generally granted. Good
reazons had been given for the Hon. H.
J. Saunders’s absence at the present time.
He (the Colonial Secretary) had himself
protested  against the practice of
lengthened leave of absence, a practice
which must come to an end sconer or
later. Attention having been drawn to the
matter, and an expression of opinion
having been given, it might safely be as-
sumed that in the future such tender
treatment would not be meted out to any
hken, member who absented himaself, ex-
cepl under very special ecircumstances.
Members might regret thus taking action
in regard to the Hon. H. J. Saunders, gee-
ing that absence for the remainder of the
session had already been granted to
another member.

Hox. J. W. Haceerr: It was quite titme
the practice was stopped.

Tae COLONIAL  SECRETARY:
Notice ought to be given in the interests
of common justice. The Hon. H. J.
Ssunders was a respectable citizen of
Perth, who had done his best 10 promate
the welfare of the city.

Howx. . S. Havnes: How long had the
Hou. H. J. Saunders been sbsent during
his membership of the House?

Hox. J. W. Hackkrr: The hon. mem-
bar was away for several months when he
was Mayor of Perth.

Tre COLONIAL  SECRETARY:
Other members had been away for con-
giderable periods of the session; and last
session the business of the House was con-
ducted by twelve or thirteen members.
It was no doubt time the practice was
stopped; but the protest having ieen
made, hon. members wouid know that in
the future application for l=ave of abszace
would be very seriously eitticised before
being granted.
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Hon. W. T. LOTON rose to explain
that, in protesting against leave of absence
Lewng granted, he had not intended en
the present occasion pressing the matter
beyond a protest. The Hon. F. M. Stone
might ask for leave of absence for one
month, which would give time for cabling
and reply.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT asked whether
it was not a contempt of the House to be
absent, even for a fortnight, unless special
leave was given.  If go, this showed the
House looked on the offence as a very
serious ons.

Hox. F. M. STONE said that after the
expregsions which had fallen from hon.
members he would, by leave, amend the
motion 50 as to extend the limit of leave
to one month. He presumed that if the
Hon. H. J. Saunders was then on hiz way
to Australia, or other good grounds could
be shown for his absence, the leave would
be extended.

Motion by Ieave amended, and passed as
amended.

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL.
Introduced by the Hox. A. B. Kinsoy,
and read a first time.

SHIPPING CASUALTIES INQUIRY BILL.
SELECT COMMITTEE.
SITTINGS OUT OF PERTH (PROPOSED).

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES moved : “That the
Select Committee appointed to inquire
into the Shipping Casualties Bill he
empowered to sit at Fremantle, and there
to take evidence.” The Select Committee,
he said, consisted of five members, three
of whom resided in Fremantle and twoin
Perth, and the convenience of the majority
of these gentlemen was one of the grounds
for the motion. Another ground was that
the witnesses, official and private, whom
it was desired to examine, were engaged
at Frementle, and to bring them to Perth
would cause them considerable inconveni-
ence, and put the country to some ex-
pense. If the Committee were allowed to
git at Fremantle, no expense would be in-
curred, and the ‘evidence could all be
taken on Saturday, when it was proposed
the Committee should meet. A room in
the Customs House had been placed at
the disposal of the Committee, so that
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no expense would be incurred on that
scorc.  He recognised that some good
grounds should be shown to the House be-
fore the Committee could be allowed to
git in any other place than the Legislative
Council Chamber or the rooms adjoining.
A bad precedent might otherwise be
created, and the House asked at scme
fulure time to allow a Select Committee
to take evidence at, say, Wyndham, a pro-
ceeding which would entail much expense.
The House always had the right to say
that expenses should not be increased
mmproperly or unduly ; but the object of
the motion was to save expense. Per-
gonal inconvenience and loss would be
occasioned to himself as a professional
man if the Committee sat at Fremantle.
I7 the motion were not carried, the Select
Committee would have to sit from time
to time, and it would be difficult to say
when they would be able to prepare a
report. Although there was a right to
insist on witnesses attending at Parlia-
ment House, that right ought not to be
exercised unless it’ were absolutely ne-
cessary, if witnesses, by sttending here,
were caused to neglect their dwn busi-
ness,

Tee PRESIDENT esaid he thought it
his duty to make some remarks on the
motion now before the House. The Hon.
R. 8. Haynes submitted this motion under
th provision of Standing Order No. 317,
which read :

A Select Committee may adjourn from time

to time, and, by leave of the Council, from
place to place, and may sit on those days for
which the Council is adjourned.
The power to adjourn from place to place
was given in order to meet exceptional
circumstances. He had looked up this
matter, and he found it laid down in
May, page 389 : —

A Select Committee may adjourn its siti-
ings from time to time, and occasionally &
power ig alse given by the House to adjourn
from place to place; or from time to time,
and from place to pluce. The power of ad-
journment from place to place is generally in-
tended to enable a Committee to hold its sitt-
ings in different parts of London, ag the Mint
Committee in 1837, at the Mint; the Coal
Mines Committee of 1852, at the Polytechnic
Institution ; the National Gallery Commit-
tee of 1853, at the National Gallery;
and the Oaths Committee of 1850, ab
the house of Mr. Wynn, a member of
the Committee, who was sick. But in 1834
the Committee on the Inns of Court appointed



876 Shipping Casualiies Bill:

& quorum to go into Essex to take the evidence
of a witness who was unable to move irom
home. 1In 1858 it was proposed to give the
power of adjourning from place to place to
the Committee on Contracts (Publie Depart-
ments), in order to enable it to hold 1ts
sitting at Weedon; but the proposal was
withdrawn, and a Royal Commission ap-
pointed. In 1863 this power was granted to
the Committee on the Thames Conservancy, to
empower it to visit different parts of the river
to which its enquiry extended. In 1864 the
same power was given to the Committes on
Schools of Art.

It would be seen that in the House of
Commons there had been only two occa-
gions on which a Select Committee had
been empowered to hold its inquiries out-
outside the area of London, in which the
Parliament Houses were. This showed
how jealously the House of Commons had
always guarded this right of allowing a
Select Committee to adjourn from place
to place. He had made inquiries in
South Australia, and he found that in
that colony there had been only three in-
stances of this power to adjourn from
place to place being given to a Select
Committee. The House ought to be very
“oareful in giving a power of this kind.
By the motion, permission wasasked for
the Select Committee on the Shipping
Casualties Bill to sit in Fremantle. But
Fremantle was very close to Perth, and
under the Standing Orders there was
power to summon witnesses to the Legis-
lative Council, and the witnesses must
attend. Under Standing Order No. 333,

Every Select Committee shall have power
to award payment to any professional or other
witnesses they may deem it necessary to em-
ploy in furtherance of the inguiry with which
the Committee is charged.

He thought the Hon. R. S. Haynes
had not made out such o case as would
warrant the House in granting to the
Select Committee a power that should
always be most jealously guarded. Once
a precedent was made, a Select Com-
mittee might, as the Hon. R. S. Haynes
had hiniself stated, sit in Wyndham or
in the far northern territory of the colony.
And then there was another thing to be
considered.  Suppose a Select Com-
mittee was appointed to sit in some part
of the country miles from Perth. During
the time the members of that Committee
were away, the whole Parliamentary work
might have to stand etill owing to the
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impossibility of maintaining a quorum in
the House during their ahsence. As he
had said, during the pumber of years the
British Parliament had been in existence,
there were only two cases in which per-
mission had been given to a Select Com-
mittee to sit outside London ; and in only
three cases had the power been given in
South Australia—the latter in connection
with a railway within a very few miles of
Adelaide. The House should seriously
consider before accepting the motion sub-
mitted by the Hon. R. S. Haynes.

Hox, 8. J. HAYNES aaid he quite
agreed with the remarks which had fallen
from the President. The Hon R. S.
Haynes had put his onse very fairly,
having drawn attention to the danger of
making n precedent in this matter; but
the circumstances put before the Housse
hardly warranted the passing of the
motion, which he trusied would be with-
drawn.

Hox. J. W. HACEETT suggested that
the Hon, R. S. Haynes should give the
names of the menibers who found it incon-
gietent with their personal convenience
or advantage to sit in Perth,

Hown. R. S. Havwes: The Hona. F. T.
Crowder, R. G. Burges, and A. B. Kidson.

How. J. W. HACKETT explained that
he had only asked for the names in order
that these members might speak to the
question. It was the right and privilege
of all members of the Council to be pre
sent at meetings of Select Committees,
the only time they were excluded being
when a division was taken, If a Select
Committee were migratory, the right of
members to be present would be wvery
materially imperilled ; therefore, the Pre-
sident would allow him to say, with re-
spect, that he very strongly endorsed the
reading of the rules and the interpreta-
tion of their power as given from the
chair, '

Hox. W.T. LOTON, as one of the mem-
bers of the Select Committee, said he had
no objection, so far as hia own conveni-
ence went, to sitting either at Perth or
at Fremantle ; but, looking at the motien
from a Parliamentary point of view, he
thought it would be a bad precedent to
grant the permission asked for on this
occagsion. He saw no grounds whatever
why the permission should be given.
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Perth and Fremantle were only half an
hour's ride apart, and unless some very
strong and urgent reasons were given,
the Select Committee should hold its
sittings in the ordinary place.

Howx. R. S. Havves: The chief witness
wag the Collector of Customs.

Hon. W. T. LOTON; That witness
might be summoned to attend at a par-
ticular hour under special arrangements,
and eitting in Perth would not make mre
than an hour’s difference in the time ke
would be taken from his duties. To pass
the motion would create =& precedent
which might canse trouble hereafter.

Hox. H. BRIGGS : As vne of the mem-
hers of the Select Committee, he had no
feeling in the matter, and simply fell in
with the suggestion of the Hon. R. 3.
Haynes, who had said it would be conveni-
ent for most of the shipping agents and
others to be examined at Fremantle.
Large fees had been paid to professional
gentlemen in the past; for instance, a
professional gentleman had to be paid so
many guineas for giving evidence on the
Select Conunittee on boilers.

Hon. J. W. HackeTr: The same fees
would bave to be paid to professional gen-
tlemen in Fremantle.

Hov. R. 8. HAYNES: The witnesses
were coming willingly. He would wot
press the motion, but when it was suggest-
ed by hon. gentlemen on the Committee
that the meeting should be held at Fre-
mantle, he fell in with the suggestion. If
attention had been drawn by the Presi-
dent to the fact that there was an objec-
tion to the Committee sitting at Freman-
tle, he would not have moved the motion,
but he did not like to be induced to make
a motion and then ask to withdraw it.

TeE PReEsInBNT said he instructed the
Clerk to zend a telelgram, as zoon as he
heard that the Select Committee proposed
to git in Fremantle.

Hox. R. 5. HAYNES szid that the Pre-
sident had subsequently pointed out to
him that he should make a motion in re-
ference to this matter ; and if it had been
pointed out to him then that such a
niotion should not be made, he would not
have moved it.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,
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RIVERS POLLUTION BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Censideration in Committee resumed.

Clause 3—Prohibition as to drainage
into streans and rivers:

Hon. F. M. STONE: Progress was re-
ported on this clause to enable him to
ook into the Bill, to see whether it could
not be altered in some way so as not to
press too heavily on the whole of the
country. The Hon. J. W. Hackett had
muade certain suggestions as to confining
th2 operations of the Bill within ten
miles of the township, and it was with a
view to considering that suggestion that
progress wag reported on the former ocea-
gion. On looking into the question he
did not see very well how this suggestion
would work.  Since then he had con-
sulted with the Surveyor-General on the
maiter, and a sugpestion hnd come from
that gentleman which he (Hon. F. M.
Stone) thought would meet all the objec-
tions which had been made against the
Bill. It was this, that the operations of
the Bill should be confined only to the
boundaries as defined in the Land Regu-
lations of the South-Western Division.
The South-Western Division would start
somewhere about the Murchison ; it went
between York and Southern Cross, and
then down the other side to Albany. That
would take in all the main rivers of the
colony, and all the more settled parts.

Hox. B. G. Brrees: The hon. member
said main rivers.

Hox. F. M. STONE: Yes, the main
Tivers,

Hon. R. G. Bumcees: Then the hon.
member did not know much about the
colony.

How. F. M. STONE said he meant the
main rivers of the southern part of the
colony. He proposed now to take the
Bill as far as clause 7, and then nsk leave
tb report progress so that he could put
the amendments on the Notice Paper, and
produce maps showing what part of the
colony it was proposed the Bill should
apply to.

- How. J. W. HACKETT said he had
already assured the hon. member he was
whelly with him in regard to the principle
of the Bill, but there was a great deal to
be said as to the suggestion thrown out,
yet he would like to peint out to the
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Committee that it amounted to practi-
cally making the Bill a new one. The
alterations might be zood, but hon, mem-
bers had not time to look into them at &
moment’s notice, and he suggested that
progress be reported at once because
there were only four or five clauses of a
non-contentions character coming next,
except perhaps clauge 3, which might open
up the whole question, and which we
could not decide without the information
which the hon. member promised to
place on the table. He moved that pro-
gress be reported.

Put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again on Tuesday, 16th August.

BANERUPICY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Hox. F. T. CROWDER moved that the
consideration of the Bankruptey Bill in
Committee be made an Order of the Day
for Tuesday, 16th August. He wished to
put the matter clearly before hon. mem-
bers. It was the desire of the hon. mem-
her in charge of the Bill that it should
have due consideration. He (Mr. Crow-
der) had received only that day from the
merchanty of Perth a list of 42 different
amendments, and it would be better
to have the amendments printed, so that
members could see and consider them
carefully. There wsds absolutely no
veasoen  why the Bill should be rushed
through just mow. It had been utterly
impossible to get the nmendments earlier ;
and, in asking for the adjournment until
Tuesday, he did so with the hope that the
Bill when brought forward would have
been studied in all particulars. If the
Bill were goneonwith now, hon. members
would not have an opportunity of follow-
ing the purport of the 42 amendments
which had been submitted to him by the
merchants of Perth. :

Hox. 8. J HAYNES seconded the
motion. The Hon. A. B. Kidson, in mov-
ing the second reading, had shown the
great need there was for an amendment of
the bankruptey lawe of this colony. No
doubt the move might have heen in the
right direction ; but the Hon. F. T. Crow-
der had come forward with a number of
amendments, and it was only right that
members should have a fair and reason-
able time to look into them. Tt seemed
to him that, so far as the present Bill was
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coneerned, the Hon. A. B. Kidson was en-
deavouring to engraft into the bankruptcy
law of the colony something which would
not fit in at all. He was endeavouring
to patch one piece of cloth with a piece of
cloth of another colour. The Bill was
portion of the South Australian law,
whereas the law under which thiz colony
was now working was the English Act,
which in some respects was opposed to the
South Australian law, He hoped some
delay would be granted, so that the
amendments should be placed before the
House, and reasonably considered by hon.
members. There was no necessity why
this Bill should be rushed through, especi-
ally when business men had suggested a
number of amendments. It would be
better for the House and the country that
there should be fewer Bills, and that more
attention should be paid to those Bills.
We had before us yesterday one of the
most absurd Bills ever brought before
the House, and last session we had a
Workmen’s Lien Bill before us, which
was now diggusting the people of the
colony. It would be far better to bring
in a proper Bankruptey Bill than to try
and patch up the law which was now in
existence.  There had been a lot of
trouble in the past in amending the
bankruptey law, which was now in such
a pogition that the members of the legal
profession hardly knew where they were,
and he hardly knew how laymen could
understand the law.

Hoxn. C. A. Pssn: They had to pay,
though.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES : It was surprising
that the public had not protested more
than they had done. The bankruptey
law was a disgrace to the colony.

How. A. B! Kmsox: Why not try to
amend it, then?

Hox S. J. HAYNES: There had not
heen time to do it. The Hon. F. T.
Crowder had asked for time to bring for-
ward amendments suggested by the mer-
chants of the city, and time should be

* griven for those amendments to be printed.

As to the Bill now before the Chamber, he
did not think it would be a success. On
looking at the Bill, what did it mean?
Any debtor could eall a meeting of his
creditora.

Tue Presipext: The hon. member
could not go into the merits of the Bill
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on the motion to postpone its considera-

tion

How. 8. J. HAYNES: It
the interests of the country that reason-
able time should be given to enable mem-
bers to consider those amendments. He
would prefer to see the whole of the bank-
ruptey laws consolidated.

Tre PreEsipExT: The hon. member
could not refer to matters other than the
adjournment.

How. 8. J. HAYNES said he would
merely second the motion.

Tae PRESIDENT said he would like
to make a few remarks upon what had
fallen from the Hon. S. J. Haynes as to
the business being rushed through this
House.  As President, he would like to
say, taking the case of the particular Bill,
that ‘the second reading was carried a
fortnight ago; and, that being so, the
accusation which the Hon. 8. J. Haynes
had used against the measure could not
be used against the members of the Legis-
lative Council, of trying to rush business
through, when the second reading was
passed a fortnight ago. Hesimply wished
to draw attention to those remarks, and
to say that, az far as he was concerned,
he strongly objected to them.

Hox. A. B. EIDSON: As to whether
or not the consideration of thiz Bill in
Committse should be adjourned until
next Tuesday, was a matter for the House
to decide. At the same time he might say
that if such an adjournment did take
place, there would be a great risk of the
Bill not passing through another place.
He might point out that the same thing
occurred in the previous session with this
very same Bill. Hon members had
stated that they desmired to see a Bill of
this nature pass into law, and in spite of
what the Hon. S. J. Haynes had said that
he did not think the measure would be a
great success, he might say that neraonally
he thought it would be & great success.
The hon. member had been very free in
his remarks, but had not given notice of
any amendments he proposed in the Bill.
He (Mr. Kidson) did not know whether he
«as right in saying that the hon. member
tad not tooked at this Bill.

Hown. S. J. Havnes: The hon. member
was absolutely wrongz. He had read the
Act long before the hon. member had
come to the colony.
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Hox. A. B. EIDSON: The hon. mem-
ber appeared not to have read this Bill.
Hox. S. J. Havves: Read it twice.

Hox. A, B. KIDSON: Then the hon.
memhber must be well satisfied with it, as
he had not any amendment to propose.
The hon. member had come forward and
made a statement that the Bill was not
likely to be a success, yet there did not
appear an amendment on the paper,
although the hon. member had had the
Bill under consideration for a fortnight.
No doubt the hon, member could improve
on the drafting of this Bill, which was
drafted by one of the firgt draftemen
in Australin, but the hon. member had
not done so. He hoped the adjourn-
ment would not take place, because the
amendments in the hands of the Hon. F.
T. Crowder, which he had the opportu-
nity of looking through, were mostly
verbal amendments. If there was any
amendment which was not a verbal
amendment, wher we came to that the
Committee could report progress.

Tee Presipexr: Or postpone the
clause.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON said he did not see
why thle hon. member sheuld not go on,
a8 he had had the Bill before him for a
whole fortnight.

How, F. T. CrowpEk : The amendments
could not be got ready before. He might
point out that there had been five meet-
ings of the merchants, and that the whole
of the amendments should be printed.

Hown. A. B. EIDSON : If the House de-
gired to have the adjournment, then thare
would be an end of it, but he hoped the
House wouid not prant the adjournment.
We could go on until we came to some
clauzer which would compel us to stop,
and then we could report progress. He
would like to see the Bill taken in hand,
and if that were not done, it would he
impossible to get the Bill through an-
other place.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY said he
must plead for getting on with the busi-
ness of the House. The Bill had passed
through the House once before, Virtually
it was the same House as the present,
only there were one or two new members.
The measure had heen approved of by the
Perth and Fremantle Chambers of Com
merce, and it had come to the House with
strong recommendations as a most de
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sirable measure, which bad worked »d-
mirably in South Australia. Generslly
speaking, we might accept the legisla-
tion of South Australia as being the best
in the whole of the Australian colcnies.

Hox. W. T. Lotox: That was open to
question,

Trae COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
law had been in operation for some time in
South Australia, and it had proved a
succels. The business sheet Defore us
was very small. He did not propose to
go on with the Education Bill until next
Wednesday, for various reasons, and there
would be very little business before the
House, so that it was necessary to get on
with this Bill One argument had
been used by the Hon. A. B. Kidson, that
if the Bill did not get to the other House
in reasonable time, probably it would be
shelved. Bills coming from private mem-
bers did not stand the same chhnce of
passing either the Upper House or the
Lower House as Government measures.
He believed that the principle of this Bill
was a very good one, introducing as it did
a new feature into the bankruptey law.
It brought in the principle of assignments,
and the amendment was much desired by
the commercial community. Having gone
through the Bill last session with a
special committee, consisting of the
Perth and Fremantle Chambhers of Com-
merce, he thought the House might get
on with the Bill to a large extent.

Hon. F. T. CROWDER (in reply) said
he had received most unfair treatment,
both from:

Tae PresipExt: The hon. member
must not make statements of that kind
in this House.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER : Well, he had
not been treated fairly. When the hon.
member (Mr. Kideon) asked for adjourn-
ment of measures, the House had granted
the adjournment cheerfully. It should
have been sufficient for him (Mr. Crowder)
to state he had only had the amendments
in his hands half an hour, to obtain the
adjowrnment, He simply said that if the
adjournment were not granted he would
merely throw the amendments on the
table and not go on with them at all. The
Colonial Secretary said he was not pre-
pared to go on with the Education Bill
that night. He (Mr. Crowder) would op-
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pose any adjournment the Colonial Sec-
retary asked for.

Tae Presipext: The hon. member
must not make threate. He must with-
draw such a statement.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER withdrew the re-
mark, but added something which was
not heard distinctly.

Tee Presmexrt: The hon. member
must not make such statements. He
would be sorry to have to name any one
in this House, but he could not allow re
marks of that kind to be made.

Hox. E. McLARTY : The Bill was an
important one, and was recognised by the
business community as such. The bank-
ruptey law required emending. As a
number of amendments had heen sug-
gested by the merchants of the city, it
was only right that we should see those
smendments in print, and he would cer-
tainly support the adjournment unti
Tuesday.

Hox. H. G. PARSONS appeeled to the
House not to rush this meagure. Mature
deliberation should be given to matters
by hon. memhers. The House was not
generally precipitate on matters of this
kind. There was no reason why the ad-
journment should not be granted. There
should be no wish to deprive hon. mem-
bers of the opportunity of deliberating on
amendments brought before the House.
He did not think the country was likely to
complain that that House sat too con-
tinuously, or that we did too much work.
There was a feeling that that House
did too little work, and adjourned too
frequently. As the leader for the Gov-
ernment in this House had said that thie
Bill was taken from the South Australian
law, it might be desirable for us to make
this measure subject to the local require-
ments. The merchants of the city had
submitted a mumber of amendments to
make the Bill suit local requirements;
those amendments should be considered.
If it were necessary that that House and
another place ghould zit for a few weeks
longer to dispose of this legislation, then
he thought if the businesg of the country
demanded it we should sit longer. He
did not think the wav in which the busi-
nees of that House had been conducted was
eatisfactory to the country. It was not
considered that members took politics seri-
ously enough. The Parliament only sat
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to adjust the politics of the country, and
he did not think this Chamber had done
its duty so far. He thought the hon.
member should have the opportunity of
placing his amendments on the Notice
Paper, and, therefore, he would strongly
support wne adjournment until Tuesday.
Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: The object of
the adjournment was that, when the Bill
passed its second reading and was sent
to Committee, communieation was imme-
diately opened with people in Adelaide,
as to what amendments nad been made
in the original Bill, and as to how satiafac-
terilv or otherwise the law had worked
in South Australin. We should be
auided by the experience of those who
had been working under thie law. The
advice was expected frow Adelaide next
Monday, and the consideration of the Bill
should be delayed until next Tuesdov. Lt
would be far more satisfactory to adjourn
the consideration of the matter until then.
How. A. P. MATHESON said he must
oppose any motion for adjournment, at
the present stage. We could fairly go on
with the discussion of the Bill until some
material amendment was reached.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER anid he would
not go on if the consideration of the Bill
was not adjourned.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: The House
should not be asked, week after week, to
adjourn the consideration of important
measures. No one seemed prepared to
face nny discussion of Bills before the
House, and if any question of an im-
portant nature srose, an adjournment
was asked for, perhaps for a week or a
fortnight. This Bill was practieally
agreed on by the House when it was under
dizcussion on the previous occasion, and
all these matters could have been ven-
tilated then with the greatest ease. But
the Bill might be proceeded with until the
stage was reached at whichl the amend-
ments arose.

Motion—that the order of the day be
postponed until the next Tuesday—-put,
and division taken, with the following
result : —

Ayes .. 13
Noes .. 5

Majority for . .. 8
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Ayes. Naes.
Hon, H. Briggs Hon, R. G. Burges

Hon. F. T. Crowder
Hon. J. W. Hackett
Hon. 8. J. Haynes
Hon. W. T. Loton
Hon. D, McKay
Hon. H. (i, Parsons
Hon. C, A. Piessn
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon. W. Spencer
Hon. F. M. Stone
Hon. F. Whitcombe
Hon., K. McLarty
{Teller}

Order postponed nccordingly.

JURIES DETENTION BILL.
POSTPONEMENT,

Order of the day, for the second read-
ing, read,

Hon, R. 8. HAYNES moved that the
order of the day be postponed for a fort-
night. The object was to keep the Bill
alive, in case the Jury Bill, next on the
Notice Paper, did not go through.

Put and passed, and the ordcr post-
poned accordingly.

Hon. R. 8. Haynes

Hon. G. Randell

Hon, A. P. Matheson

Hon. A. B. Kidson
{Teller}

JURY (CONSOLIDATION) BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell}: In rising to move the second
reading of the Bill, entitled “An Act to
Consolidate the Acts relating to Juries,”
I ask the indulgence of this House for a
while. The Bill has not been in my
hands for long, but I have had time to
compare it with the old Acts in force now,
If hon. members refer to the schedule,
they will see it is proposed to repeal no
fewer than seven Acie and amend-
ments of Acts in which we have
to look for the law relating to juries. The
Bill is to a large extent o consolida-
tion of what, I may say, are the better
parts of the old Acts. The Bill also, in my
judgment simplifies many of the clauses,
and makes the law much more easily un-
derstood, and, I should say, much more
easy to work. There are some new fea-
tures in the Bill to which I shall refer
later on. The Bill which the Hon. R. S.
Haynes has on the notice paper, to permit
juries to separate in certain cases of
felony is, I believe, covered by a pro-
vigion in the Bill now before the House.
Clause 5 provides that every man between
the ages of 21 and 60 years, is liable to
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serve on juries, and this is virtually a
transeript of the section of the old Act, as
amended by some of the subsequent Acts,
There is nothing particularly new about
clause 6, excepting that justices of the
peace are exempted from serving on
juries, and they may claim- exemption,
although, their names are on the jury list.
At the present time justices of the peace
have to serve as well as other persons. 1
notice that bank directors, along with
merchants who do not keep general retail
shops, are liable to serve on special juries.
1 think I am correct in saying that, under
the present Act, a bank director is exempt,
and that it is highly desirable, in the in-
terests of .such dmstitutions, that they
should be exempted. Inclause 8 there are
some extensions of the old Act. One ex-
tension is in the cese of journalists, who
have managed, somehow or other, to ob-
tain exemption along with schoolmasters
and others from serving on juries. Most of
the clauses, as I have said, are s repeti-
tion of the enactments now in force, only
ghortened and zimplified in many cases,
and made easier in the working, There
is an extension of the radius within which
juries can be summoned from 25 to 36
miles, and this is a detail which can be
considered in Committee, and amended if
necessary.  But inasmuch as a fee of
10s. is now paid to jurors in pursuance
of a recent Enabling Aect, fhere will
not be that disinclination to serve
on juries that has been seen in
the past. Travelling allowances are
now made to jurors, and it may be taken
for granted that the hardships will not
now be 80 great as before on jurors gener-
ally who live at some distance from either
the Supreme Court or the sessional court.
One or two clauses are modifications of
Imperial legislgtion.  Under the old Act
only seven days’ motice is requ1red to be
given to a summoning officer, but in the
b it is provided that every “order or
precept shall be issued and delivered to
the summoning officer at least fourteen
cleer days before the attendance of the
jurors is required.” And this, I think, is
an improvement on the law. The term
“summoning officer” is used throughout
the Bill in the place of the sheriff or hisg
officers.  Challenges are permitted in
exactly the same way as now, except that
the clause is constructed differently.

[COUNCIL.]

Second reading.

Hox. R. 8. Havves: In the proviso of
;:Inuse?l there is an alteration of the
aw.

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
proviso reads: “Provided that when two
or more accused persons are jointly in-
dicted and jointly defended, they shall not
sever any such peremptory challenges or
objections.”  That is s0 highly technical
that it escaped my notice. I have com-
pared the Bill, as far ns I can, with the
old Acts, and where the clauses of the
Bi'l are new they are, so far as I am able
to Judge, likely to accomplish the purposes
for which they were drafted.  Altogether
the Bill may be taken as one which gim-
plihes the law considerably, and also con-
solidates, which is a useful thing when
Acts have been amended from time to
time. The penalties seem to be the
same as under the old Act. Clauses 25
aad 26, limiting the attendance of jurors
and allowing jurors to separate in certain
cases, are, I think, new. The clauses
which cemtain the alterations the hon.
member (Mr. R. S. Haynes) sought to
effect by the Bill are these: —

24. No juror shall be required to attend at
any sittings of the Bupreme Court in its crimi-
nal jurisdiction, or at any general sessions of
the peace, for more than five days at the same

sittings or sessions, as the case may be, except
for the purpose of finishing a patt- heard case.

Clause 25 says: —

Jurors for the trial of a person charged upon

an information for an indictable offence, not
punishable with death, may, after having been
eworn, separate during the intervals of the
trial, except when otherwise ordered by the
judge.
There are one or two other clauses, though
I cannot put my eye upoa them just now,
which are new. The 44th is one of the
new ones, and soys: —

In all civil actions, where the jury shall
have retired to consider their verdict, and
shall not have agreed upon their verdict after
a lapse of three hours, the verdict of a majority
of two-thirds of the jurors shall be deemed to
be the verdict of the jury.

That is an important alteration, and I
am informed that it is not the law in
many countries at the present moment ;
I believe, however, that it is the law in
Scotland. I believe this alteration haas
been desired in this colony for a consider-
able time. T know that a number of
letters have appeared in the newspapers
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from time to time on the subject, and a
few cases hnve otcurred in the courts in
which justice has not been attained in
ronsequence of the want of such a provi-
sion. My own opinion is that such an
alterntion is desirable. It seems to me
absurd that one man standing out cen
prevent eleven other jurymen from Ziving
lheir verdict, and this one man simply
shrough prejudice or stubbornness will not
agree with the others. I should think
that a majority verdict of two-thirds of
the jurors, niter a lapse of three hours,
vould be satisfoctory.

How. J. E. Jticharpzox: That is only
n civil actions.

Hox. R. 8. Haywes: Yes.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
took it that it referred to all cases. I
need not say more on the Bill, therefore
[ will formally move the second reading.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: I understand
;hat the Colonial Seoretary, after the prin-
xiple of the Bill has been affirmed, intends
sostponine the congideration of the
nengure in Committee wuntil to-morrow
night. I entirely concur with the
nengure, and I congratulate the Govern-
ment in moving in a matter which has
seen required for many years. I shall
zive my best effort to see the Bill ge
‘hrough in as complete a form as possible,
wnd ghall, therefore, do all [ can to aasist
't in Committee. There are one or two
mimportant matters which will need
imendment in Committee, but which I
vill not refer to now. There is one im-
sortant departure in reference to criminal
:nges ; that is, if there nre twelve men
sharged with an offence, and they employ
»ne counsel only, they can chellenge only
iix jurors, but if they employ separate
:ounsel, each man can challenge six jurors,
naking 72 challenges. It might be that
‘he men charged could not afford senarate
sounsgel, and they might club together
wnd pay a certain fee to provide one coun-
el for all of them. Each of these per-
wns might have a different defence;
‘herefore, T think this provision requires
some consideration. I ask the Minister
n charge of the Bill to submit the matter
‘0 the consideration of his colleagues, and
122 if this provision cannot be amended.
[ say this after serious consideration.
[here iz another important amendment
vhich. should be made in thia Bill, and
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that is, that a verdict of a jury that has
been returned should not be set aside by
the Supreme Court, unless the court is
unanimous. [ hope to bring forward, in
Committee, rrood reasons for this amend-
ment. At the present time the twelve
jurymen have to be unanimous in their
verdiet, and it may be the judge before
whon: the case is tried approves of the
verdict of thege twelve gentlemen. Thay
have heard the evidence, and they have
secu the way in which the witnesses gave
thewr evidence, and the judge, from the
demennour of the witnesses, and from the
way in which the case has been conducted
in court, approves of the verdict. But
it may be that two judges who sit in ap-
peal, and who have not heard the evi-
dence, may upset the verdict of that jury,
although the judge who tried the case
agreed that the verdict was a proper one.
That is a matter which should engage the
gerious attention of the House, Ques-
tions of fact shuuld be tried by juries, and
it is a deangerous thing to allow a tri-
bunal afterwards, which is not so well
able to judge as to matters of fact ns
jurymen are, because most of the
judges pride themaelves that they
know nothing about matters of fact
and Dusiness, to upset the verdiei.
Wlen twelve gentlemen who are suitable
to decide matters of fact decide a case,
why should two judges come in and upset
that verdict? The other point to which
I wish to refer is that the general issue
ghould be left to the jury. If a charge
is brought against a person, the jury
sheuld sav whether that person is puilty
or not; but sometimes the judges take
upon himself to put certain questions to
th= jury and to pet answers, and thus de-
cide whether the verdict is ope of guilty
or not. Inagmuch as a man has a right,
to be tried by his peers, the jury should
say whether the man is guilty or not, un-
less counsel of both sides agree to the
contrary.  Very often questions are put
to jurors which they do not understand.
I have known five or six questions put to
a jury which they did not understand,
and the result is that there are arguments
suksequently, and the case is earried on
incefinitely. The jury who have seen
the witnesses and heard the evidence
should say whether or not the person is
guilty, therefore I say that the general is-
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sue should be put before the jury unless
counsel agree otherwise. I speak after
considerable experience in this particular
I hope the Colonial Secretary will submit
th's question to his colleagues, because
this is not a matter which he can
thoroughly understand, although 1 have
had the ovportunity of appearing before
th> hon. gentleman as a justice, and of
obtaining his opinion on many matters.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.,
The House adjourned at 6.30 p.m., until
the next day.

Legislative Jssembly,
Wednesday, I0th August, 1898.

Paper presented—DPetition: Perth Deep Drain-
age and Medical Practitioners—Question :
Inspection of Hoisting Tackle, etc.—
Motion: DPerth Water Supply and Ad-
ministration—Motion: Alluvial Dispute
and Compensation to Diggers; Division
{negatived)—Motion: Government Con-
tracts and Minimum Wage ; Amendment,

Division (negatived)—Motion: Women's
Franchise. debate adjourned—Adjown-
ment.

Toe SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o’clock, p.m.

PravERS,

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the MivisterR oF Mmves: Alluvial
Dispute in certain gold-mining centres,
Correspondence.

PETITION - PERTH DEEP DRAINAGL
AND MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.
Preseated by Mr. WaiTer JauEs,
signed by medical practitioners in Perth,
praying that the deep drainage of the
city be undertaken. Petition read and
ordered to be printed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Perth Water Supply.

QUESTION : INSPECTION OF HOISTING
TACKLE, ete.

Mr. SOLOMON asked the Premier,
whether, in view of recent accidents
which had occurred in consequence of
inferior gear and tackle being in use, the
Government would take into considera-
tion the advisability of the appointment
of an inspector of tackle and pear of
ghipping, also that used in commercial
cireles. ’

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
reet) replied : —Inquiries have been made,
but so far no definite information -has
heen obtained as to what is the usual
practice in other places. As soon aa that
is ascertained, an annourcement will be
made on the subject.

MOTION : PERTH WATER SUPPLY AND
ADMINISTRATION.
Mg, WOOD (West Perth) moved:

That a Select Committee be appointed to
consider the question of the Perth water supply
and the administration of the Perth Water-
works Board,

He apologised to the Speaker and to the
House for the serious risk he had run in
being absent on two ovcasions when this
motion should have been brought for-
ward. On the previous day (Tuesday)
he had made provision, but unfortunately
the member to whom he sent the mes-
sage did not receive it in time. The
object in moving for a Select Committee
of Inquiry was in no way antagonistic to
the board which managed the Perth
water supply, nor did he wish to cast any
doubt upon the ability of its members,
and he would like that to be clearly
understood. It was recognised that the
board was dealing with a large amount
of public money ir carrying on this water
supply ; and as there had been critical
remarks made on the board’s manage-
ment, from time to time, it would be only
fair to the board that an opportunity
should be allowed, through the medium
of this inquiry, for such explanations and
atatements to be made as the board could
givein regard to its past and present man-
agement. The chairman of the board (Mr.
E. Keane) was recognised as probably the
ablest man in tho colony for the posi-
tion : and the other two salaried members
of the board, though not experienced in
works of this character, brought to bear



